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MEMORANDUM

The Moroccan State Continues its Violations of Human Rights in the Occupied Western Sahara

Gdeim Izik as an Example

20 January 2011
I. Introduction

On early 8 November 2010, thousands of Moroccan troops, gendarmerie, police and auxiliary forces attacked violently tens of thousands of Sahrawi civilians, including women, children and elderly, who were staying at Gdeim Izik Camp, to the east of the occupied city of La Aaiun. The Moroccan forces used helicopters and military trucks using tear gas and cannons firing hot water as well as live bullets against the civilians.

In a brutal and indiscriminate manner, the members of Moroccan forces proceeded immediately to destroying and burning the tents and property belonging to the Sahrawis. As a result, a camp that hosted approximately 30,000 persons living in about 8,000 tents was dismantled within an hour.   

The violent attack was carried out against a camp of protestors who, since the inception of their protest in October 2010, emphasised the peaceful character of their protest, a fact that has been testified to by international media and independent observers. The protestors made it very clear from the beginning that they were vehemently against any form of violence. This is the reason that they had chosen a place that is 10 kilometres far from the city in order to avoid any disturbance of the public order. 

The victims of this brutal assault, which was carried out under cover of darkness, were only women, children, elderly and young people who were simply protesting peacefully against the deteriorating socio-economic and political conditions in which they have been living for over 35 years under Morocco’s illegal occupation of their country.

The Moroccan authorities decided to take this premeditated aggressive measure as a reaction to the growing significance of Gdeim Izik Camp as a symbol of rejection of the occupation and its practices. The Moroccan authorities immediately proceeded to expelling international media and independent observers from the area, and imposing a total siege on the camp, the city and the occupied territories as a whole. To tighten their grip on the region, they brought in more troops from the Moroccan forces stationed at the military wall that divides Western Sahara and its people.

The Moroccan repressive forces persecuted the civilians in the streets of La Aaiun and the outskirts, where police in plain clothes were deployed and Moroccan settlers were incited to engage in intimidating, abducting and lynching Sahrawis and burning their houses and ransacking their property.  

Under these conditions of terror, tension and commotion resulting from the Moroccan military operation, many people were killed, and hundreds were injured, disappeared and arrested. 

The imposed siege and the reign of terror and persecution prevailing in the occupied territories made it difficult for the Sahrawis living there to determine the death toll or to enquire about the missing people. The injured kept on hiding for fear of being subjected to reprisals by the Moroccan authorities, and families could not have access to any information about their family members that had been abducted or detained by the Moroccan forces. Meanwhile, the detainees were being tortured and forced to sign fabricated confessions.

The assassinations coinciding and resulting from this violent attack had begun before the dismantling operation when Moroccan gendarmerie shot dead the child Nadjem Mohamed Fadel Karhi on 24 October 2010. The last victim was Said Sidi Ahmed Abdelwahab who was shot by a Moroccan police officer, under cover of darkness, on 22 December 2010.

The breaking into houses, abductions and detentions have continued to date. The latest reports speak of 200 detainees that are still in custody, and the Moroccan Government has threatened that it would bring 20 of them before a military tribunal. 

All these serious developments are taking place under suffocating siege and a climate of persecution and terror heightened by the widespread and unconcealed presence of different formations of Moroccan forces, including soldiers in plain clothes, in the streets of the city of La Aaiun and in other cities of the occupied Western Sahara. 

The testimonies given by the human rights activists and foreign journalists that had managed to enter the occupied territories against all odds and to live amongst Sahrawis before and after the assault on Gdeim Izik Camp revealed very appalling facts indeed. These heinous crimes are reminiscent of the campaigns of extermination pursued by the Moroccan forces in the wake of their military invasion of Western Sahara on 31 October 1975, and in the following years, which the Moroccan Government sought deliberately to repeat in Gdeim Izik and La Aaiun away from the scrutiny of the world. 

In the face of the gravity of these developments, of which brutality was widely highlighted by international media that could not have access to all the facts, the Security Council had to convene in an extraordinary session to examine the situation. Many international organisations, regional parliaments and other bodies such as the African Union Commission, the Pan-African Parliament, the European Parliament, the Latin American Parliament and many national parliaments, political parties, NGOs as well as personalities around the world have expressed their condemnation and deep concern regarding these developments. 

In this context, specialised human rights organisations in particular were the first to call for the intervention to stop the violations of human rights in Western Sahara. Among these organisations were the International Federation for Human Rights, the World Organisation Against Torture, Robert F. Kennedy Centre for Justice and Human Rights, the Higher Council of Lawyers in Spain and Front Line, among others. 
It is to be noted that, during the meeting of the UN Security Council, dedicated to the issue of Western Sahara, in the aftermath of Gdem Izik and occupied Aiun, the MINURSO stated that Moroccan authorities denied it access and investigation in the locations of events.

II. Review of the Reports of Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and the Moroccan Association for Human Rights on the Moroccan military attack on Gdeim Izik on 8 November 2010 and the subsequent developments in the city of La Aaiun

Two months after the violent attack on Gdeim Izik Camp, reports were released by Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and the Moroccan Association for Human Rights. A review of these reports is presented here, although the conditions of blockade and restriction under which the reports were made could not have allowed the reports to be elaborated in a comprehensive and thorough fashion.  

1. The nature of the conflict and the historical background

The conflict in Western Sahara is a decolonisation issue on the agenda of the UN VI Committee, which is to be settled through the exercise of the right to self-determination. On this basis, the reports were in line with this understanding, not only textually but also by referring to the facts that determine the clear political nature of the conflict by speaking of detentions and court rulings being made on political grounds.    

These organisations reaffirmed the conclusions reached by the mission of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in 2006 that underlined that all violations of human rights in Western Sahara stem from the denial of the right of the Sahrawi people to self-determination. This right is inextricably linked to the political nature of the conflict.

In its report, Amnesty International states that “The Western Sahara is the subject of a territorial dispute between Morocco, which annexed the former Spanish colony in 1975 and claims sovereignty there and the Polisario Front (Frente Popular de Liberación de Saguía el Hamra y Río de Oro), which calls for an independent state”. It adds that, “The Moroccan authorities continue to show little tolerance for those publicly expressing views in favour of the self-determination of Western Sahara. They continue to target not only Sahrawi activists who advocate self-determination for the people of Western Sahara but also Sahrawi human rights defenders”, whilst underlining that “In some instances documented by Amnesty International, actions by some Moroccan security officials also appear to have been deliberately intended to punish protesters for their advocacy of their right to self-determination for the people of Western Sahara.”

In its report, Human Rights Watch refers to the origin of the Sahrawi-Moroccan conflict in 1975 after Morocco seized control over the Sahrawi territories. It states that, “Morocco has since claimed sovereignty and administered Western Sahara as if it were part of Morocco, even though the UN does not recognize that sovereignty and classifies Western Sahara as a non-self-governing territory”. It further underlines that the UN was planning to hold a referendum agreed by the two parties in 1991, but “The referendum has not taken place because of the objections of Morocco, which rejects independence as an option” whereas “The Polisario continues to insist on a referendum that includes independence as one option.”

The Moroccan Association for Human Rights states in its report that all facts indicate that “Setting up of Gdeim Izik Camp took place at a time marked by the deterioration of the social situation… in the territory” which “witnessed for some years, and since the break out of conflict over Western Sahara between Morocco and the POLISARIO Front, strong offensives and gross violations of human rights.”

In its conclusions, the Association underlines that “The territory is still witnessing many violations of human and political and civil rights… as a result of the continuation of the conflict over Western Sahara, despite the decrease of the conflict intensity following the cease-fire. This situation easily leads to the conversion of any social movement into a political one, similar to what happened in La Aaiun following the dismantling of the camp… The social demands of the camp residents took political turn as was reflected in their actions and slogans.”

2. Gdeim Izik Camp: peaceful character and origin

In addition to the testimonies given by independent international observers and media and even the Moroccan Government itself, the reports concurred in the peaceful character of Gdeim Izik Camp. 

Amnesty International points out that “The Gdim Izik camp had been set up in early October by Sahrawis protesting against their perceived marginalization and demanding jobs and adequate housing”, and adds that “The protesters were complaining that, though indigenous to Western Sahara, they are discriminated against by the Moroccan authorities and do not receive a fair share of the wealth and other benefits deriving from the region’s natural resources and land.” In the same vein, Human Rights Watch refers to “About 6,500 tents [that] Sahrawis had erected in early October to protest their social and economic conditions in Moroccan-controlled Western Sahara.”

The Moroccan Association for Human Rights points out that “Since 10 October 2010, part of the population of the city of La Aaiun embarked on an exodus towards the region of Gdeim Izik (12 km to the east of La Aaiun) where they set up their tents and organised their camp as a form of protest.” It adds that, “The frustration resulting from the curtailment of liberties, the repression of protests and the deterioration of socio-economic conditions set the background and the global context in which the protestors launched their protest movement in Gdeim Izik Camp”. It notes moreover that “The people of the territory say that they do not benefit from the abundant resources of the region, of which revenues are invested outside the territory, and that this situation has deprived the people of having employment opportunities.”

The Association also highlights the “respect and reverence enjoyed by the members of the dialogue committee among the residents of the camp” and adds that “all testimonies showed that the camp was well organised, including the [Moroccan] official discourse that expressed, through media outlets, its admiration for the efficient organisation of the camp.”

The Association expresses its surprise at the fact that the Moroccan authorities “opened dialogue with the protestors” but “On late 7 November 2010, a fundamental change took place when the official discourse began talking about the collapse of the dialogue and that women and children in the camp were held against their will by the group responsible for the camp. Furthermore, a media campaign was set in motion, which  had considerable impact on the developments on the ground where some media outlets went to the extent of describing the camp’s steering committee as a group of delinquents and former convicts.”

In conclusion, the report of the Association underlines that “All testimonies and evidences indicate that the Moroccan [State] is responsible for the emergence of the social movement of protest and the setting up of Gdeim Izik Camp as a result of the mismanaged policies pursued in the region in various domains.”

3. Attack on Gdeim Izik Camp: violence and shocking facts

With some slight differences in terms of reporting the details, the reports concur in the main aspects of the dismantling operation carried out by the Moroccan forces and the subsequent attacks in the city of La Aaiun, and the fact that violence was used in both cases.    

In its report, the Moroccan Association for Human Rights states that, on 7 November 2010, and “according to statements made by some eyewitnesses, the camp was surrounded, and security barriers were reinforced and vehicles were banned from entering the camp.”

It adds that “All the information gathered by the Association makes it believe that the attack on the camp took place about 6.30 am, and that the people in the camp were not given sufficient time to understand what was happening and then to vacate the camp, because the interval between the official announcement of the decision to dismantle the camp and the actual intervention by the public forces was too short.”
Amnesty International, for its part, points out that the “The dismantling of the camp by the security forces was accompanied by considerable violence. Sahrawi protesters who were at the camp told Amnesty International that members of the Moroccan security forces had beaten them with batons and torn down their tents to force them to leave and vacate the area”. It then adds that, “Following the forcible dismantling of the camp, the violence quickly spread to the city of Laayoune.”

Malcolm Smart, Amnesty International’s director for the Middle East and North Africa programme, is quoted saying “This was clearly a very serious incident and one that threatens to fuel further tension in Western Sahara.”

According to reports received by Amnesty International, “The first residents knew of the impending security forces’ action was at about 6 am on Monday when a helicopter flew over the camp ordering the residents to leave. Minutes later, the security forces are said to have forced their way into the camp, beating residents and using tear gas and cannons firing hot water to force them out of their tents which were then burnt or bulldozed.”

The report of the Moroccan Association for Human Rights calls attention to “The ambiguity about the sudden change of the position of the authority from a commitment to respond to the demands of the protestors to the decision to dismantle the camp by force.” The Association further notes that “During the dismantling of the camp, the public authorities did not care for the vulnerable groups among the residents, as they did not make allowances for the fact that there were elderly, pregnant women, children and handicapped persons.”

The report points out in this context “The failure of the security authorities in assuming their responsibility for protecting the public property and the citizens, as they were almost completely absent in the city of La Aaiun during the morning of 8 November 2010, whilst in the evening they were inciting some people to loot and ransack houses.” 

4. Abduction and disappearance: a continuous process of torture and discrimination against the Sahrawis

The reports confirm the widespread cases of abduction, detention and torture, whilst pointing out that the failure to inform the families of the prolonged detention of their relatives in itself represents a case of disappearance. 

In its report, Amnesty International states that “During the dismantling of the camp and following the violence in Laayoune, some 200 Sahrawis were detained by the security forces on 8 November and in the succeeding days, and further arrests were being made in December. Tens of those arrested were released without charge but over 130 people are currently facing trial in connection with the events of 8 November. By contrast, however, no Moroccan residents are known to have been arrested in connection with the attacks made against Sahrawis and their homes and property in the latter part of 8 November, and no investigations are known to have been initiated into allegations of beatings, torture and other ill-treatment of Sahrawis by the security forces.”

The reports notes that, “In practice, however, some law enforcement officials did beat and assault Sahrawis who were posing no threat to them or to others, and this may have contributed to further violence.”

It adds that “All the Sahrawis who had been stopped or detained by Moroccan security forces who were interviewed by Amnesty International, individually and separately, alleged that they had been beaten and/or otherwise abused when they were stopped and/or at the time of their arrest, and/or when they were in custody. In some cases, those interviewed said they had been so badly beaten that they had suffered fractured limbs, open wounds or had lost consciousness. When interviewed by Amnesty International, most still had visible injuries, wounds or marks on their head, face, back or limbs that were consistent with their allegations.”

The report goes on to point out that “In other cases, Sahrawis were subjected to forms of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment – including rape in two reported cases, one of which was reported by the detainee to the investigating judge in court and threats of rape – which cannot be justified under any circumstance”. It adds that “In Laayoune, Amnesty International requested access to detainees held at the prison and in the Military Hospital, but this was denied.”

Regarding cases of torture, Amnesty International points out that “Despite the wealth of evidence that has emerged of assaults and beatings of Sahrawis when the Gdim Izik camp was dismantled and in detention subsequently, to date Amnesty International is unaware of any steps taken by the Moroccan authorities to conduct investigations and ensure that members of the security forces responsible for unlawful assaults and other abuses are held to account”. It adds that “Virtually all of the Sahrawis who told Amnesty International that they had been assaulted or ill-treated in detention said they had not submitted formal complaints for fear of possible reprisal by the security authorities or because they did not believe that the authorities in whose custody they were abused would carry out a proper investigation.”

In other parts of the report, Amnesty International reports that “Several detainees told Amnesty International delegation that they had been forced by law enforcement officials to sign (or to put their thumbprints to) statements that they were not allowed to read”. The report concludes that “The arrests of well-known human rights defenders and political activists known to be advocates of self-determination for the people of Western Sahara and critics of its administration by the Moroccan government has raised fears that the authorities may be seeking to implicate peaceful critics and opponents in the events which occurred on 8 November because of their political views and activities.”

In this context, Human Rights Watch points out that “Moroccan security forces repeatedly beat and abused people they detained following disturbances on November 8, 2010, in the Western Sahara capital city of El-Ayoun.” A Human Rights Watch investigation also showed that “security forces also directly attacked civilians”. 

The report goes on to report that “The witnesses interviewed by Human Rights Watch had severe bruising and other recent wounds that suggested they had been beaten in custody”. It adds that “Police beat Human Rights Watch’s El-Ayoun-based research assistant Brahim Alansari on an El-Ayoun street, when he was in the company of John Thorne, the Rabat-based correspondent for The National, the Abu Dhabi English-language daily.” It also points out that “Alansari described what happened next: Policemen surrounded me and started to kick me and beat me with their sticks and slap me. They asked me my nationality. When I refused to answer, they seemed angered and started to beat me again.”

In his testimony contained in the report journalist John Thorne says “Around a dozen police - some in green jumpsuits, others in blue riot gear - surrounded Brahim and began beating him. I could not see how many policemen struck Brahim, but I could see that he was struck with hands and batons at least twenty times during a few minutes. Then the police made Brahim sit next to me.”

In its report, the Moroccan Association for Human Rights states that “All the eyewitnesses interviewed by the Association said that tear gases, cannons firing hot water and stones were used to force the removal of the camp, while other testimonies mentioned the use of bullets”.

The report adds that “The detentions were arbitrary where people that had nothing to do with the camp were arrested” and that “The statements made by some people and the freed detainees or those expressed by their lawyers as well as eyewitnesses among the members of the Association all indicate that the detainees were subjected to different forms of torture, inhuman and degrading treatment, including beating, insulting, eye blindfolding, sleep deprivation, urinating on the detainees and threat of rape.” According to the report, the lawyers of the detainees stated that “While we were accompanying the defendants before the General Prosecutor, the detainees showed marks of torture such as blue bruises, wounds and dry blood. Some of them were still bleeding. Torture marks were clearly visible on the legs, head, face and hands. Some complained that they were tortured. Some were unable to sit down and some could not even sign their statements because of the tremendous torture to which they were subjected.”

The report goes on to state that the investigation committee “received many cases of the abuse to which women were subjected during both the dismantling of the camp and the subsequent events that took place in La Aaiun.”
5. Moroccan settlers: deliberate implication by the Moroccan State

In its report, Amnesty International points out that “Laayoune then saw another bout of violence later on 8 November when Moroccan residents, in turn, attacked Sahrawi homes and businesses, damaging, looting or setting fire to property and vehicles, and in some cases beating Sahrawi residents.”

In particular, the report underlines that “Later on the same day some Moroccan residents of Laayoune went on a rampage and attacked numerous Sahrawi houses and shops. Some attacks seemed random, being directed against entire rows of shops, while others were apparently more targeted, such as individual houses or apartments. Such attacks were carried out in several districts. In most cases investigated by Amnesty International, the families whose homes were attacked and who saw the attackers said that they had been accompanied by members of the security forces who had either stood by passively or had directly assisted in carrying out attacks. Amnesty International visited several homes whose front doors and windows had been broken in and in which furniture had been smashed and contents scattered, light fittings ripped from walls and doors forced from their hinges, and whose occupants complained that items had also been stolen.”

In its report, Human Rights Watch also points out that “Following the initial violent confrontations, Moroccan security forces participated with Moroccan civilians in retaliatory attacks on civilians and homes, and blocked wounded Sahrawis from seeking medical treatment.”
It adds that “Human Rights Watch visited the Haï Essalam and Colomina Nueva neighborhoods, where numerous homes of Sahrawis were attacked on November 8 and 9 by groups that included security force members and people in street clothes, some of whom appeared to be Moroccan civilians, the inhabitants reported. The people interviewed described how assailants beat residents inside their homes and damaged property.”
In its report, the Moroccan Association for Human Rights refers to “the recourse by the public authorities to inciting a part of the inhabitants of the city of La Aaiun to engage in a sort of collective punishment of other residents in a number of neighbourhoods, where some people were beaten and injured by others. Some people were forced to chant slogans that went against their own convictions, whilst they were having the doors of their houses broken and their property ravaged. This method used by the authorities was not new nor was it specifically linked to these events. It was used before, and this is a dangerous method and may lead to incalculable consequences.”

However, the report further notes that “We are not aware that any of those that participated in the evening demonstrations and were involved in breaking into houses, ransacking their property and abusing their residents has been arrested”. This fact was also highlighted by the report of Amnesty International, which states that “To date the authorities have provided no information about any cases of Moroccans arrested or charged in relation to the attacks carried out against Sahrawis and their homes and property.”

6. The state of siege, expelling of observers and denying access to information

In its report, Amnesty International points out that “The failure of the Moroccan authorities to inform the families of detained Sahrawis of their whereabouts and the tight restrictions they imposed on access to Western Sahara – by denying access to and expelling foreign journalists and members of civil society organizations – after the security forces forcibly dismantled the Gdim Izik camp, made it difficult to promptly obtain and verify information.”

According to the report, the Moroccan authorities in Rabat and La Aaiun “provided little information beyond what had already been made public in the media. In particular, they provided Amnesty International with no evidence or other information in support of their assertion that some people had been held in the camp against their will, and they provided no list of fatalities or casualties or any medical reports or details of the pattern of injuries suffered by those who died or were injured on either side.”

In this context, the report of Human Rights Watch points out that “After the tent camp was dismantled, Moroccan authorities tightly limited access to El-Ayoun, allowing few journalists or representatives of nongovernmental organizations to reach the city and turning back many who tried. A Human Rights Watch researcher was prevented twice from boarding a flight to El-Ayoun on November 11.”

Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East and North Africa director at Human Rights Watch, is quoted saying “We are glad Morocco changed course and allowed Human Rights Watch to carry out an investigation in El-Ayoun.” She adds that “But a government that says repeatedly that it has nothing to hide should prove that by allowing all media and nongovernmental organizations to come and to collect information without obstacles.”

In its report, the Moroccan Association for Human Rights states that “When the Association arrived at Casablanca airport, on 12 November 2010, it could see directly journalist Lemrabet and a representative of Human Rights Watch being prevented from boarding the plane. In La Aaiun, it was hard to have access to the available information; the movement of the correspondent of the National was restricted, and the Association encountered difficulties during its visit to the camp.”

7. Refutation of the claims made by the Moroccan Government

Overall, besides other testimonies, the reports have refuted the Moroccan official account regarding all the stages of the brutal attack on the Sahrawi civilians at Gdeim Izik Camp and in the occupied city of La Aaiun, as can be seen clearly in the foregoing review. 

A case in point of the refutation is contained in the report of Amnesty International that points out that the Moroccan authorities claimed, in their explanation of the attack on the camp, that “They had information that some of the camp protesters were being kept there against their will.” The report adds that “An Amnesty International fact-finding team that visited the Laayoune area in the second half of November, however, found no evidence to support the government’s contention that some of those in the camp were being held there against their will.” 

In another section of the report, Amnesty International points out that “Morocco’s Minister of Interior, Taïeb Charkaoui, has publicly declared that ‘not a single shot had been fired’ by the security forces on 8 November; however, this is contradicted by information obtained by Amnesty International. The organization investigated several cases in which Sahrawi men and women were injured by rubber bullets fired by members of the security forces at the protest camp and by live bullets in Laayoune.”

Regarding the film footage disseminated by the Moroccan authorities, the report states that “The authorities told Amnesty International that the entire operation of dismantling the protest camp took some 50 minutes and was filmed from helicopters, which also recorded at least some of the subsequent confrontations and violence in Laayoune. The video recording of the events on 8 November that has so far been made public by the authorities comprises only some 14 minutes of clearly edited content, showing violence by Sahrawi demonstrators; clearly, the disclosure of the complete unedited film footage is required in order to gain a comprehensive account of the precise sequence of events and of what occurred. Amnesty International requested a copy of the complete unedited recording from the authorities in order to assist its own inquiries and assessment of human rights abuses, but the authorities have so far not responded to this request or made the full film documentation available.”

8. Recommendations

There is somehow similarity in the recommendations made by these organisations in their respective reports under review and in their previous communiqués and recommendations. They all have highlighted the need for independent investigation and the establishment of a mechanism for the protection of human rights in Western Sahara. 

A. Amnesty International 

· Ensure that prompt judicial investigations are carried out into all human rights abuses which are alleged to have occurred in connection with the events of 8 November – either through judicial investigations of each case or through the setting up of an independent and impartial commission of inquiry with authority to compel witnesses, powers of subpoena, and unhindered access to all relevant information;
· Take steps to ensure that detainees are fully protected against torture or other illtreatment; 

· Ensure that trials are held in conformity with international standards for fair trials, in particular that no information extracted under torture or duress is used as evidence in trial proceedings;
· Ensure that no civilians are tried in front of the Military Court; 
· To amend the mandate of MINURSO, upon its expiration on 30 April 2010, to include a mechanism to monitor and report on the human rights situation in both Western Sahara and the Polisario-administered refugee camps in Tindouf, in south-western Algeria. In this context, Malcolm Smart, Amnesty International’s director for the Middle East and North Africa programme, is quoted saying that “The absence of a specific human rights monitoring component has undermined MINURSO's effectiveness and allowed human rights abuses to pass without adequate investigation.”

B. The Moroccan Association for Human Rights

· Conduct an impartial and objective investigation to determine the responsibilities for the events that took place in La Aaiun;

· The authorities should stop mobilising a part of the population against another part as well as inciting enmity and encouraging tribal rivalries, hatred and violence in the region, as this may have dangerous consequences for stability in the region and for the safety and security of its inhabitants; 

· The authorities of the region should respect the public liberties and enable human rights associations and all civil organisations in the region to operate without discrimination of any sort;

· The Association recalled its demand, as that expressed by many international human rights organisations, regarding the need to establish a mechanism for monitoring human rights in the territory and to find a democratic solution to the Sahara conflict.

III. Conclusion

Overall, the reports revealed dangerous facts and appalling testimonies, reached important conclusions and expressed certain demands and made recommendations accordingly. It may be concluded that the reports confirm, beyond any doubt, that the Moroccan Government has committed not only the crime of the military attack on the civilians, and the associated acts of assassination, persecution, oppression, detention, abduction and destruction, but also other equally dangerous crimes, of which evidences it has hitherto sought to hide.  

The reports have revealed horrendous facts and terrible practices as well as gross violations of human rights perpetrated by the Moroccan State in Western Sahara. This way, they leave the door open for discovering more of these facts, practices and abuses.( 

IV. The Government of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic and the Frente POLISARIO reaffirm a number of urgent and pressing demands that include:

1. The immediate and unconditional release of all Sahrawi political detainees and the accounting for the disappeared;

2.  Compensation for the material losses and moral damages suffered by the Sahrawi civilians as a result of the attack by the Moroccan forces on Gdeim Izik Camp and La Aaiun; 

3. Lifting of the blockade imposed on the territory and allowing access to it by independent observers and media, and ensuring their freedom of movement and communication with the Sahrawis;
4. The immediate end of the plundering of natural resources of Western Sahara by Moroccan occupation authorities.
5. The immediate dispatching of an independent international mission to the territory to investigate the events that took place at Gdeim Izik Camp and the city of La Aaiun.

6. Expanding the mandate of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) to include the protection, monitoring and reporting on the human rights in Western Sahara. 
( The Memorandum drew on the following documents:


1. The letter addressed by H.E. Mr Mohamed Abdelaziz, President of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic and Secretary-General of the Frente POLISARIO, to the World Sovereigns and Heads of State and Government regarding the events that took place at Gdeim Izik Camp and the city of La Aaiun.


2. The report issued by Amnesty International in December 2010 entitled “Protests, Violence and Repression in Western Sahara”, and a Press Release issued by the same organisation on 11 November 2010 entitled “Morocco urged to investigate deaths in Western Sahara protest camp”.


3. A report released by Human Rights Watch on 26 November 2010 entitled “Western Sahara: Beatings, Abuse by Moroccan Security Forces.”


4. A report in Arabic released by the Moroccan Association for Human Rights dated 24 December 2010, entitled “a Report on the Activities of the Fact-finding Mission on the Events in La Aaiun related to Gdeim Izik Camp of 8 November 2010”.





