The Honourable Ban Ki-Moon






     Secretary General
760 United Nations Plaza
United Nations
New York, NY 10017
Dear Ban Ki-Moon, 

We, the undersigned, thank you for your efforts that allowed Saharawi human rights defender Aminatou Haidar to return to her home and her children after she was refused entry to her homeland by the Moroccan authorities.  We are delighted that for once in the case of Western Sahara, justice and international law have prevailed. 

But we know that this is not the end to the human rights abuse directed at those who oppose the Moroccan occupation of Western Sahara.  Aminatou is only one of many victims of human rights violations. Other human rights defenders remain prisoners of conscience held in inhumane conditions and subject to abuse of international human rights, whilst others live under constant fear of arbitrary arrest and torture.

MINURSO is the only contemporary UN peacekeeping mission without a mandate to monitor human rights.  The evidence for its need cannot now be ignored.  It is necessary to extend the remit of MINURSO to include the monitoring of human rights. 

We believe that without this extension of mandate, the Saharawi people will be unable to vote in a free and fair referendum of self-determination as is their right under international law. 

We call for the monitoring of human rights to become part of MINURSO’s mandate when it is reviewed in April so that the United Nations can fulfil its obligations to arrange the referendum on self-determination to finally resolve the conflict over Western Sahara.

Yours sincerely

……….

---------------------------------

Detta är alltså texten att skriva under. Själva brevet sänds av arrangörerna, den engelska sektionen av Western Sahara Resorce Watch (WSRW). Stopptid: fore påsk, vecka 13!  

Mejla till Natalie Sharples - nataliesharples@hotmail.com, eller John Gurr - wsc.cymru@tiscali.co.uk , med information om vem/vilka som skriver under: 

namn, funktion, ort/land för personer, organisationsnamn på svenska och/eller på engelska om det finns samt vem som står för beskedet (namn och funktion i organisationen. 

