
The February 20th Movement 

The February 20th Movement is a Moroccan youth-led movement inspired by the pro-democracy uprising across the Arab world. Unlike in other north African countries, the movement does not ask for the complete overthrow of the monarchy in Morocco but a “limited” kingship of Mohamed VI. The youth of February 20th Movement also ask for a radical political and social change in their country. The name of the group was an attribute to the first pro-democracy protests held across Moroccan cities on February 20th 2011. Ever since, the streets of Morocco have experienced weekly protests demanding political reforms, employment, educational opportunities and social justices. 

In desperate reaction, in early March the King Mohamed VI pledged reforms in the country. He promised to change the constitution to improve “democracy and the rule of law.” He also spoke of nation-wide referendum in July to amend these new changes.

Unlike other Arab countries, the protests in Morocco at first were relatively “peaceful” and the police refrained from using aggression against protesters. However, active members of the movement have reported threats and harassments by the authorities in their homes. 

It wasn’t until May 25th when the Moroccan police forces started to use excessive violence against protesters in major cities such as Rabat, Safi, Fes, Tangiers, Casablanca and Salé. There were reports of tens of people getting, injured including women and children. These violations were strongly condemned by human rights groups especially Amnesty International.  

The crackdown on protesters continued until it claimed the life of the first “martyr” of the February 20th Movement: Kamal Amari on June 2nd. His death sparked anger across the nation and a call for more demonstrations on Sunday. Ever since, every Sunday protesters continued to grow in numbers and in many more cities. 

As it is known for the Moroccan regime and its propaganda machine, it immediately started to accuse the pro-democracy group of foreign elements and extremism. The local media, which mostly controlled by the government has especially been targeting the February 20th Movement. The young activists responded to the accusations in their Facebook page as well as other websites. 

With regards to the upcoming referendum promised by the King, February 20th Movement is unhappy about the new changes to the constitution and has called its supporters to demonstrate against it. They say that it is “different in structure but the same (as the old one) in principle.” 

So far, the only political groups that have expressed their support to the movement are the opposition political parties and banned Islamist group. 
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Interesting articles/links in English:

Videos from manifestations in Morocco/Western Sahara Febr 20th 2011

http://www.mamfakinch.com/video-mapping-the-protests-in-morocco-feb20-cartographie-video/
Mamkinch home page

http://www.mamfakinch.com
Al-Hakika (The Truth) and our lovely Morocco...: http://alhakika.tumblr.com/ 
February 20th Movement’s Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/Movement20?sk=info  

Protesters demand reform in Morocco (Al Jazeera): http://english.aljazeera.net/video/africa/2011/04/201142512013759717.html   
Morocco's Revolutionaries: The Crazy Kids Have Grown Up (The Times): http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2075296,00.html?xid=fbshare  
Showdown in Morocco (Foreign Policy): http://mideast.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/05/26/showdown_in_morocco?sms_ss=facebook&at_xt=4ddece21583b368d%2C0  

Morocco Urged to End Violent Crackdown on Protestors (Amnesty International):  http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/morocco-urged-end-violent-crackdown-protests-2011-06-02  

Moroccan Youths demand Actions, not Words (New York TImes): http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/12/world/middleeast/12iht-M12-MOROCCO-MOVEMENT.html?_r=2&pagewanted=1&ref=morocco  


