This is a model of a letter that could been used as an example to undertake actions addressed to

His Excellency Ambassador Claude Heller

President of the Security Council

Thanks for adjusting the text according whether the writer is a single person or an association (see para.1 and 2 at the end of the letter), for signing it with the date and putting your name, address and for sending it by mail or postal service as soon as possible.

Please send a copy to BIRDHSO – birdsho@birdsho.org
Your Excellency Ambassador Claude Heller

President of the Security Council

Ref: Urgent extension of the MINURSO mandate to the protection of the Saharawi civil population.

Mister President of the Security Council,

At the end of April 2009 the Security Council, according to its agenda, will have to address the question of Western Sahara and the continuation of the MINURSO presence as set up by resolution 690 (1991) by means of which the main mandate of the above-mentioned UN peace forces were entrusted with concerned the organisation of the self-determination referendum in Western Sahara and the monitoring of the cease-fire. Other tasks further detailed in its mandate (see official MINURSO site – http//www.minurso.unlb.org/mission.html) have been conferred to these peace forces though sadly the protection of the Saharawi civil population is not among them despite the fact that they are the almost every day target of repression by Moroccan forces that have invaded Western Sahara in 1975.

Our petition to the Security Council is quite straightforward : while waiting for the organisation of a just and equitable self-determination referendum, in conformity with pertinent resolutions by the UN General Assembly, by the Security Council and by the African Union, it clearly appears an urgent need to extend the MINURSO mandate to the protection of the Saharawi civil population and to entrust it with the reporting about the human rights violations perpetrated in the territory the UN mission is empowered to control.

When faced with situations of violence, imprisonment, torture, arbitrary trials, disappearances, deportations to the northern part of Morocco, partially related in official documents by the High Commissioner for Human Rights ( Mission report 2006) as well as in the reports by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch (2008) among many others, MINURSO forces cannot take actions to protect civilians during peaceful manifestations and cannot allow people in immediate danger to take shelter in their premises, which by the way are totally inaccessible because surrounded by the Moroccan police forces. The Mission representatives apologise maintaining that these tasks are not part of their mandate though the UNO as a body has the main function of monitoring and protecting the enforcement of international standards in the field of human rights (report by the UN Secretary General S/2005/648).

During the 10th Session of the Council on Human Rights, in March 2009 in Geneva, several statements were made on this issue, asking for the MINURSO mandate to be extended to the protection of the civil population (see France-Libertés Fondation Danielle Mitterrand statement and written communication as well as International Educational Development’s). Our petition for the extension is further supported by the last report of the ad-hoc Delegation of the European Parliament for Western Sahara, presided over by the past Cypriot Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ioannis Kasoulides.

The report has been published in March 2009, after the mission’s visit both to the Saharawi refugees’ camps and to the Western Sahara area occupied by Morocco. Among its recommendations the Delegation expresses its utmost concern for the human rights issue and wishes that the MINURSO mandate would include “the monitoring of the human rights situation in the region”. By the same token the Delegation urges “the European Union, particularly through those member states that are part of the Security Council to operate to this end” and it firmly demands that MINURSO be given competence in this respect.

Mister President, our concern for the fate of the Saharawi civil population in occupied Western Sahara is widely shared by high level parliamentary missions, by UN instances and special commissions ( the High Commissioner for Human Rights preparing a new mission) as well as by international NGOs whose serious and responsible work is widely recognised such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, not to mention both Moroccan and Saharawi NGOs operating locally in the very field of human rights violations.

1) Our Association……is deeply concerned by the prevailing situation in Western Sahara and joins the present urgent petition to extend the MINURSO mandate to the protection of the Saharawi civil population. We express the wish that this item be inscribed in the agenda.

2) I am deeply concerned by the prevailing situation in Western Sahara and I join the present urgent petition to extend the MINURSO mandate to the protection of the Saharawi civil population. I express the wish that this item be inscribed in the agenda of the Security Council Session in April when this issue will be addressed.

We most sincerely thank you, Mister President for examining this petition that we urgently address to you in the interest of the Sahrawi population as well as in the interest of the UN. In point of fact, the Saharawi people prevented from enjoying its right to self-determination recognized by the UN themselves cannot continue on top of that to be violently and constantly repressed by the Moroccan occupying forces.

Please accept Mister President of the Security Council, the assurance of our highest regards.
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