Sammanställning som ska/kan läsas nedifrån!!

	At UN, Deadline on Western Sahara Amid Sovereignty & Human Rights Disputes

By Matthew Russell Lee

UNITED NATIONS, April 27 -- Today is the deadline for the Western Sahara resolution in the UN Security Council. 

South Africa and Nigeria continue to push to the inclusion, after a paragraph praising the “establishment of a National Council on Human Rights in Morocco and its proposed component in Western Sahara,” of a phrase “without prejudice for the legal status of Western Sahara.”

South Africa explains that this phrase is necessary in order to make clear that Morocco does not have sovereignty over Western Sahara, which was promised a referendum with independence as an option by UN General Assembly resolutions from 1965 onward.

But the UN's “Group of Friends on Western Sahara,” which does not include any African Union member, circulated a draft which does not include that proviso. Click here to view that draft which emerged from the Group of Friends, which Inner City Press exclusively obtained and published earlier this month.

  On April 26, a meeting of Security Council members at the Deputy Permanent Representative level was held on the second floor of the UN's North Lawn building, without even a sign outside to disclose it was happening. Moroccan representatives chatted with Security Council members. By the end, the issue and the proposed moving of the human rights paragraph within the resolution were not resolved.

The Deputy Permanent Representative of a non-Permanent member that aspires for Permanent status told Inner City Press that “South Africa has a point, they have to fight for the AU charter” and its provisions on Western Sahara sovereignty.

On the other hand, the Permanent Representative of a non-Permanent member without such aspiration argued that “we required Indonesia to apply its human rights mechanism to East Timor before it became independent and that didn't prejudge the outcome.” South Africa rejects this argument, saying that the Group of Friends really have no argument. But they do have the votes.
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Ban, Obama, Rice, Le Roy: 2 have opposed rights in WS, 2 still UNclear

Later on April 26, amid questions about Syria and Sri Lanka, Inner City Press asked the Security Council president for April, Colombia's Nestor Osorio, for the status of the Western Sahara resolution. He said that negotiations continue, but it is slated to be adopted on April 27. 


  There's talk of another meeting at the Permanent Representative level before the final vote. Inner City Press is told that and much else "would be up to Susan Rice," Permanent Representative of the US which "hold the pen" -- does the drafting and chairs negotiation -- on Western Sahara.


The Security Council, and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon who after lobbying by Morocco and France dismissed human rights recommendations to establish a right monitoring mechanism in the MINURSO peacekeeping mission in Western Sahara, goes on a retreat for the rest of the week. So Wednesday is the deadline.

South Africa was asked if on Wednesday it will “go until midnight” -- as it nearly did last year -- or whether they and Nigeria are simple trying to make a point for the record. We'll see. 

* * *
At UN 2 or 3 Votes for W. Saharans, France Cites Zimbabwe, Deputies Meet

By Matthew Russell Lee

UNITED NATIONS, April 25 -- The end game on this year's Western Sahara resolution in the UN Security Council has members' Deputy Permanent Representatives set to meet on April 26 on objections to provisions of the “Group of Friends” draft that imply that Morocco has sovereignty over Western Sahara, by praising Morocco's human rights machinery, and that prejudge the outcome of the process.

Click here for the draft as first obtained and published by Inner City Press on April 19.  

This according to South Africa, which has championed the African Union position that people in Western Sahara deserve the referendum with independence as an option that was promised to them in UN General Assembly resolutions since 1965.

Security Council sources tell Inner City Press that France has confronted South Africa with the word if not precedent “Zimbabwe,” as an argument that South Africa is not a stalwart of human rights in its foreign policy either. But these attacks are ad hominem, or ad estado -- what of the rights of the people of Western Sahara?

At a reception Monday night at the residence of Colombia's Ambassador Nestor Osorio, this month's Security Council president, Morocco's Permanent Representative spoke at length with his South African counterpart, under the watchful eye of Brazil's Permanent Representative.

Ban, Obama, Rice, Le Roy: 2 have opposed rights in WS, 2 still UNclear

More than a week ago, the vote count was ten inalterably in favor of the Group of Friends' draft, South Africa and Nigeria raising human rights and sovereignty questions, with only China, Colombia and Brazil undecided. 

Colombia, however, explains it stayed hand off because as President it thought it should. China did so to not unnecessarily cross the African Union. Only Brazil may be in play. And how strong a hand can three votes, none of them Permanent, at least yet, play in the Council? Watch this site.

* * *

On Western Sahara, US Position on Human Rights & Trip Unclear, South Africa Questions AU-Less Group of Friends

By Matthew Russell Lee

UNITED NATIONS, April 19 -- How can the Western Sahara “Group of Friends” set up by the UN Security Council not include any African country? Inner City Press put this question to South African Permanent Representative Baso Sangqu on Tuesday after Council consultations on the draft resolution Inner City Press obtained and published before the meeting (click here).

  Ambassador Sangqu said, that's a good question. Inner City Press asked if it is his understanding that members of the Group of Friends, once the Group issues its draft resolution, are not supposed to negotiate to make it any stronger. That question, Sangqu did not answer.

  Inner City Press has learned that in the Group of Friends meeting on April 18, France wanted to limit human rights to Morocco allowing in UN Special Rapporteurs. South Africa and others want to see an ongoing human rights monitoring mechanism in the UN peacekeeping mission MINURSO.

  The interim compromise, pushed by the UK, is to invite High Commissioner on Human Rights Navi Pillay to visit Western Sahara and make a recommendation. That alternative is in the draft. The draft is new in that way: the Group of Friends did not reach a total agreement.

  While the US has not commented publicly despite requests, Inner City Press is told that the US is not a meaningful supporter of a human rights monitoring mechanism in MINURSO. The US “holds the pen” on the issue, however, and Ambassador Susan Rice attended and presided over the April 18 meeting. 

  Afterward Rice declined comment on the place of human rights in the draft and MINURSO mission.

  But as South African Ambassador Sangqu, described by the New York Times as having been “frog marched” (as a South African newspaper put it) to the Council to vote in favor of Libya no fly zone resolution 1973, put it, how can a country call for human rights in Libya and not Western Sahara? How indeed. 

  There are, sources tell Inner City Press, discussions of sending a mini-visit of UN Security Council Ambassadors on a trip to Western Sahara. The last such trip was in 1995. The US has blocked the proposed Council trip to the Middle East. What is the US position on this proposal? Watch this site.

* * *

On W. Sahara, As Ban Ki-moon Dropped Credibility, France Pushes Group of Friends Against Human Rights 
By Matthew Russell Lee
UNITED NATIONS, April 18, updated -- With the Western Sahara draft resolution still in the hands of the so-called Group of Friends and not distributed to UN Security Council members like Nigeria and South Africa, Inner City Press on Monday asked Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's acting Deputy Spokesman Farhan Haq about Ban's report belatedly released on April 15.
  While Haq declined to comment, the changes between the draft report obtained and published by Inner City Press in early April, and that ultimately released, concerns not only the lack of a human rights monitoring mechanism for the MINURSO mission, but even the characterization of past probes of detentions in Laayoune last November.
  The initial or draft report, in Paragraph 92, said that “Credible investigations by local and international human rights investigations found that 200 Saharans, including children, were detained.”
  Ban's final draft, after lobbying by Morocco and France, dropped among other things the word “credible,” reading “investigations by local and international human rights investigations found that 200 Saharans, including children, were detained.”
Compare Paragraph 92 in this draft text to this final text.
While the Security Council consultations were pushed from April 15 to Tuesday April 19, as of the afternoon before, the Group of Friends had still not agreed on a draft resolution. An experts level meeting was scheduled for Monday afternoon with the idea of getting the Group of Friends' ambassador together Monday evening.
France was said to be resisting the idea of distributing the text to the other Council members until it was entirely agreed within the Group of Friends.

***
Ban & Sarkozy, human rights monitoring in W. Sahara not shown

At the April 18 noon briefing, Inner City Press asked Ban's deputy spokesman Haq to respond to the critique by the UN's former Special Representative on Western Sahara Francesco Bastagli that “past experience shows occasional assessments by special rapporteurs do not suffice to address the grave and deteriorating human rights situation of the Saharawi. The UN must not fail to establish a robust, continuous and dedicated capacity to monitor, protect and advocate the human rights of the Saharawi people.”
Haq, after making sure to correct pronunciation of former Assistant Attorney Bastagli's name, then refused to respond to his critique of Ban's report and recommendation. 
Some predict, however, that France's insistence that the resolution only refer to the “human dimension” cannot prevail this time, that a small incremental move to at least mentioning “human rights” will occur. 
Update of 6:30 pm -- At the end of the Group of Friends on #WesternSahara meeting at 6:20pm, UK Ambassador Lyall Grant told Inner City Press that “a text will go out tonight.” Ambassador Susan Rice of the US, chair of the Group of Friends, didn't really answer when Inner City Press asked if the text would include human rights. Five minutes later, France's Ambassador Gerard Araud & Morocco Ambassador Loulichki came out together, silent as they walked up the stairs. We'll see.
* * *

At UN on Western Sahara, Ban's Final Report Has No Rights Monitor in MINURSO
By Matthew Russell Lee
UNITED NATIONS, April 15 -- Nine days after UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon was supposed to issue his annual report on Western Sahara, and after extensive lobbying by Morocco and France, Ban on Friday put out a text which did not include the human rights monitoring mechanism that even the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has urged.
  Instead the finalreport, being put online here and here, has Ban “appreciating” Morocco's “expressed commitment” to allow Special Procedures and presumably Special Rapporteurs from the UN Human Rights Council. See Paragraph 121 in this file, and compare to this.

  Not explained is why having a human rights monitoring mechanism, which other UN Peacekeeping missions in Africa have, is not being done in the case of Western Sahara, particularly at a time when France and other Permanent Five members of the Security Council are citing human rights and the protection of civilians as the basis for military action in Libya and Cote d'Ivoire.
The lead Ambassador of a non-permanent member of the Security Council told Inner City Press that Morocco's push was that it would “stop the political track” if a human rights monitoring mechanism were imposed. But if such threats are successful here, they will be tried even more elsewhere, in places like the Democratic Republic of the Congo or Sudan. 
Is it, he wondered, that France is more unequivocally the attack dog for Morocco than any P-5 member is for Sudan? The consultations were postponed until Monday. Watch this site.

* * *

http://www.innercitypress.com/unws5morocco041311.html

On W. Sahara, Delay As UN Says Report “Has Rights Language" - But No Monitoring?
By Matthew Russell Lee
UNITED NATIONS, April 13 -- Though the UN's Western Sahara report and resolution are only once a year, this April the UN is in chaos, which it blames the leak to and publication by Inner City Press of the UN's draft report on Western Sahara.
  The report was due April 6, but after publication of the leak -- and the UN refusing to take Inner City Press' questions on the topic -- it was delayed. Then meeting of the Troop Contributing Countries of the UN Mission MINURSO, set for April 12, was postponed.
  Now, Inner City Press is told, the consultations scheduled for Friday, April 15 have also been postponed. Morocco and Algeria are trading arguments. In the “Group of Friends” on the resolution, France is fighting off not only a proposal for a human rights monitoring mechanism, but also to distribute the draft Security Council resolution on a timely basis to the Council members, including South Africa, which are not in the Group of Friends.
  Meanwhile at the UN noon briefing on April 13 -- the day after the UN claimed it hadn't misled about Ban Ki-moon's panel meeting with Sri Lanka officials -- Ban's acting deputy spokesman was asked (by BBC) about the leaked, published and delayed report:
Question: Can you tell us what’s happened to the report on Western Sahara? I heard that it might be published today. And also can you tell us why it is being delayed for a week? Because according to our schedule, it was supposed to be published last Wednesday.
Acting Deputy Spokesperson Haq: It took some time to finalize the report. Sometimes over the drafting process there is editing and approval and I believe — although I’d need to check — but I believe it is being finalized now. So hopefully it will become a document shortly. I’ll just check when it will be a document.
Question: Can you just respond to allegations from the Polisario that Morocco managed to get a copy earlier on and has been lobbying with French support to change some of the language, particularly on human rights, on a human rights mechanism for MINURSO [United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara]?
Acting Deputy Spokesperson: Well, first of all, once the report is out, you can see for yourself the language about human rights. There is language on human rights in the report, and I would simply refer you to the language used in the report. As for changes and whether a copy had been leaked, I am aware that there was a draft version, which I believe Martin [Nesirky] had mentioned. It was simply a draft with no official status which had been leaked, and you can probably see it on the website of one of your colleagues.
Question: But the question, really — sorry, maybe I wasn’t clear — is that the allegation is that’s the reason for the delay in publication; that the Secretariat has come under a lot of pressure to change some of the language in the report.
Acting Deputy Spokesperson: No, no; with any number of reports on any number of topics, different countries will seek to talk to the Secretariat and influence the language of a report one way or another. But ultimately, the Secretariat makes its own evaluations and writes its own language. And you will be able to see for yourself what language is, but there is human rights language in the report.
  Yeah -- human rights “language” -- but is it for a monitoring mechanism, or merely what Morocco and France want, a welcoming of Morocco allowing in special rapporteurs? Watch this site.
* * *

http://www.innercitypress.com/unws4morocco041211.html

UN Western Sahara Report Delayed After Leak, TCC Postponed, France Against Human Rights Monitoring

By Matthew Russell Lee

UNITED NATIONS, April 12 -- A week after Inner City Press published the drafts of the UN's report on Western Sahara on which Morocco and France have been lobbying to exclude any human rights monitoring mechanism, the final report has still not been issued.

  A meeting of the Troop Contributing Countries of the UN Mission MINURSO, scheduled for the morning of April 12, was canceled pending release of the report.

   On the morning of April 12, Inner City Press asked Morocco's affable Permanent Representative Loulichki when the report would be published. ?You know better than anyone,? he replied as he entered the Security Council chambers, in one room of which the Council was in closed door consultations.

On April 8, Inner City Press asked Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's spokesman Martin Nesirky to respond to statements in Moroccan state media that the Secretariat had been lobbied at the highest level to condemn as ?unfortunate? the publication of the draft report, calling it an ?internal working document.?

Nesirky angrily declined comment, telling Inner City Press ?you've made your point.? But it was a question: how can the UN call a document it has shown to Moroccan, allowing it to lobby, an ?internal document??

When UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations chief Alain Le Roy took questions on Cote d'Ivoire on April 8, Inner City Press asked him to describe DPKO's role in the Western Sahara report. We all make proposals, Le Roy said, but the Secretary General makes the final decision.

Is DPKO proposing not a human rights mechanism but to welcome Morocco admitting special rapporteurs? ?I don't have to answer that,? Le Roy said.

DPKO sources on April 12 indicate that the report is still ?blocked? between Le Roy and Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, leading to the postponement of the TCC meeting. Meanwhile the so-called ?Group of Friends? has started negotiation the MINURSO resolution, under the chairmanship of the United States.

France is fighting hard, sources say, to keep human rights monitoring out of the resolution -- while citing human rights as the basis of its actions in Libya and Cote d'Ivoire. Watch this site.

***

At UN on Western Sahara, Morocco Pushes To Drop Human Rights Mechanism from Draft, Q of French Standards

http://innercitypress.com/unws1morocco040411.html

By Matthew Russell Lee
UNITED NATIONS, April 4 -- In the run up to the UN Security Council's regular fight on Western Sahara this month, Morocco has been lobbying to change Paragraph 119 of the UN's report, about establishing a human right mechanism within the UN Mission MINURSO, Inner City Press has learned.
The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has suggested “the establishment of an effective international mechanism for regular independent, impartial and sustained human rights monitoring and reporting... through a component within MINURSO,” according to a draft obtained by Inner City Press.
But Morocco, according to sources, obtained a leak of the draft from the UN and is pressuring to change the paragraph to delete any reference to a new mechanism, and to instead “welcome the commitment of Morocco to allow unimpeded access to Special Rapporteurs of the Human Rights Council.”
Morocco continues to have the unquestioning support of France. Some Polisario supporters call it a contradiction, that France would be bombing Libya in the name of human rights while blocking the establishment of a mere human rights reporting mechanism for Western Sahara. But, these people say, many of France's policies are more explicable in terms of colonial relations than principle.
Meanwhile, when new Security Council member South Africa invited all 15 Council members to a session on Western Sahara at its mission last month, Morocco lobbied many countries not to attend. Attendees included Nigeria, the US, Russia and the UK. France was notably not present. Watch this site.
* * *


